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Synopsis

With this Third Edition, students quickly learn Stata with step-by-step instructions, more than 50
exercises, customized data sets, annotated screen shots, boxes that highlight Stata’s capabilities,

and guidance on using Stata to read raw data.
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Customer Reviews

"The key advantage of the book is that it presumes no student knowledge and does a magnificent
job in terms of guiding students through the process of interacting with Stata." -- Ryan Black "The
book is an outstanding primer for Stata, both wide in scope and highly accessible. It’s nice that the
book obviously complements Pollock’s main textbook but, unlike many other "companions," does
not require it. The book covers most topics that undergraduates will need in an introductory class in
a sensible way. | think that it is calibrated very well to its audience, which is why | keep assigning it."
-- Matthew Wright

Philip H. Pollock Il is professor of political science at the University of Central Florida. He has
taught courses in research methods at the undergraduate and graduate levels for nearly 30 years.
His main research interests are American public opinion, voting behavior, techniques of quantitative
analysis, and the scholarship of teaching and learning. His recent research has been on the
effectiveness of Internet-based instruction. Pollock’s research has appeared in the American

Journal of Political Science, Social Science Quarterly, and British Journal of Political Science.



Recent scholarly publications include articles in Political Research Quarterly, the Journal of Political

Science Education, and PS: Political Science and Politics.

Assigned text for a statistical methods course and applicable for Stata users (there is a similar book
for SPSS users). It is very well written and easy to follow with exercises at the end of each chapter
to use for practice on the chapter’s concepts. On the whole, it left me mostly "meh!" with many
unanswered questions at the end. The publisher provides four Stata-ready datasets for use in the
exercises (slightly modified versions of the 2012 General Social Survey and 2012 National Election
Study; and datasets for US states and other nations), but does not spend any time on how datasets
are constructed, which should be a point of emphasis. Each chapter deals with some very basic
commands with little that goes outside of those. It is basically a bunch of "load this dataset, type in
these commands and ’presto!” Wasn'’t that cool?" If the goal is to learn to type in commands and
have a rudimentary understanding of the results those commands generate, it's decent. But if the
goal is to learn how to use Stata to generate answers your own questions, it's sadly lacking. If it's an
assigned text, there isn’t much you can do aside from gritting your teeth and hoping that the
professor will fill in the gaps. If you're doing the self-learning approach, it might be a decent start, but
won’t be as thorough as you would want and there isn’t any way to check the results of the

exercises.

I’'m using this book in an Intro to Research Methods class. The book definitely helps in unpacking
what’s going on in Stata. There are some areas where the codes the book says to use and the
codes Stata will accept that don’t quite match up. In all, 'm glad | have it. It's been a huge help. |

wouldn’t attempt Stata without it.

| purchased this book for class. | do not enjoy Stata and this text was helpful but not perfect. If you

have a more solid statistics background it may work well for you.

exactly what what was required for my daughters poly sci. Great price and fast ship

Doesn’t explain how to use Stata at all. It gives you no clue as to what the gibberish the program

spits out means. Crappy crappy book.

It doesn’t clearly explain how to use the software and leaves you guessing
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